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Right Worſbipfull M\.T amss FranNes Eſquare 
(Sonne and heyre apparent to the Lord Viſcount 
Say and Scale) and one of the daughters of 
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Grace and Peace, 
Vermouſly Noble, | 
: Her nothing in this ſmall mo- 
_ dule preſemted to your Reli- 
1 S. gious View but what you 
- know, nor any thing which 


Ov 
% 


can be roo well learned: the 
Prie8ts lips are as Wellto ſet= 
tle and rivet knowledge in 
tbe beart, as to tender it totheeare; and the moſ} 
zntelligent mu{t be, for knowl:dge, as the Supplians 
in the Goſpel! was for Faith, andcry, and fay with 
zeares, Lord know, helpe rhou my want of know- 
A? ledge. 
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The Epiſtle 


ledge. Bath mu} endeavour the procuring ſuch pri- 
ficall and ſaving knowledge, by the power whereof 
tbe judgement my be rightly enformed, and the will 
and affe&rions framed for the well ordering of the, 
life and converſation. Tour knowne careand ſludy 
in this boly prattiſe mviterh and emboldneth to= 
wards your Godly acceptance tbeſe f,miliar and ever 
ſeaſonable meditations : the rather for that the par- 
fie whoſe late dearh occafioned the preſent tas kgwas 
in her lifetime an af fiifted objett of your much excr- 
ciſed and voluntary compaſſion, many moneths your 
chargeable « and muchtendered pati:nt ; too Lite, for 
her body, inreſþeft of the deſperatenes of her malady 
(the care being yours, but the cure Gods peculiar)but 
not £00 ſoone for her ſoule, Which recerved no ſmall 
confeſſed phyfick from your counſell, prayers and ex- 
ample. She lived a daughter of lob, her daies being 
ſhort and painefull : and dying a daugbter of Abra- 
ham in faith and patience, left nothing fitter to ac- 
knowledge ber debt to yourhen this part of ber fune- 
rall ſolemnity ; which therefore 1am bold to preſent 
in her name to your noble deſert, Chriſtians care and 
paines in doing good to all, eſpecially Faiths hou- 
[bold,hath ſuf ficient reward withGod : who not- 
withſtanding muſt be glorified by men in the view of 


hi; 


Dedicatorie. 
his graces (bining in his eminent ſervants: which 
who ſo dare performe with flatterie, let bim look un- 
t0 it: for my part herein fincerity is conduct, as far 
as my beart and I be beſt together acquainted, If you, 
or any for your ſake,reape any price of labour in rea- 
ding this publiſh ; I know, God ſhall not want his 
praiſe. 

Proſper ſtill, with your noble conſort, as your 
ſoules proſperto your continuing rich in good workes 
(the Kings bigh-way to your kingdome.) Be bleſſed 
w:th Booz and Ruth their bleſing,to do worthi- 
ly and be famous : and let your famous worthines 

(as it doth) ſhine long through your humility heere, 
rill both your graces be late crowned above in Glory, 


Your Honours unworthy neighbour 
ever well-withing you 


in Chriſt Icfus 
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FLIGHT OF TIME, 


Diſcerned bythe dim ſhadow of 
' JobsDiall, Iobg.25, 


Io: 9s 25» 


New my dayes are ſwifier then « Poſt ; they fleet away, they 


ſee no good, 


L©GR8 Heſe words are a of the ruthfull 
« complaint of [#6 : who, ha- 


commending 
reproved, hg re the ou 
to be impregnable and no way to 
concluſion 


refilted, particularly verſ.1g. drawes towards a 

well ſuting with his owne preſent condition, and his friends 

all cenſure of the ſame, viz. that the effets of Gods j 

| ad Oo (imply) 
ts of Gods di 


found : (ith * che Lord brongs to *Verſ ua. 
defbrattion both the perſeH\and the wicked.So that, whether * be » z;v;/,20, 
png tbr inn ng er ron ak. 


2 The flight of Time. 
the earth, by way of lonz poſſeſſion, to the wicked ; notwith- 
] {Am Lever roy rfunbengy ag ws, (whe- 
ther for tryall or for terroar)that no man ſhall diſcover his in- 
rentions : yea he covereth thr faces of judger, ſaith the Text : 
the beſt diſcerners may as well finde ont the farrow of a ſhip 
in the Sea, or tracke the flight of an Eagle in the ayre, as ſound 
Godsinſearchables in this kinde; [#5 defires to know the mans 
name and place that dare arrogate the contrary to himlclte, 
4 zpho, and where u he ? 

This (erled, that miſery is no ſound argirment of Gods ar- 
ger, the Patriarke owt in this verſe read unto you)to de- 
chre the heavie hand ofthe Lord upon himſelfe in a threefold 
degree ofthat infirmity and wretcherinefſe, whereunto, as all 
mortality is ſubjeR, ſo him(clfe was at this preſent ſeverely 
ſubdued. Now my dayes are ſmifter then a poſt,coc. 

Which words note unto us three remarkables of 7o&r and 
all damane frailry : Firſt, the ſhortneſſe, Secondly, the ſwitt- 
- nefle, Thirdly,the ſadneſle of the ſame, 

1. The ſhorrnefſe appeares inthe ſmall fragments of it, be- 


ing but Daies, Large extents are meaſured by long dimenti- 
ons, furlongs, miles, leagues : ſhort by feer, ſpannes, ynches: 
Naies, yee know,are no long durances,and bow canlite ceked 
and piecedout by Daicvbe of any long continuance ? 

2. The {wittnefſe is diſcovered two waics, Firſt,by a com- 


{on to a meſſenger of ſtate, which, a — his 
Lemaciad, rideth not fo faſt to his appointed ry. 


+ and its 
ſed by the ftrongeft negarive confirmed b 
theareſt wicnede (that of the cye') they - 9) F 


The porch thus opened, lets enter wo materials : and firſt 
to the irik conditian of Jobs frailty,and in him, of all mankind 
wgencrall, we. 


Daice 


_— —— kn _ «& - 
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Daies ard (inal! pittances of Fumare lite, reaching us this 


uſefull obſervation, That Aſans naiwrall life bat Port ſhort Dol, 1. 


daies are all the limmes of mans time, (like aſhort line con- 
ſiting but ofpricks) the whole _—_ his time cannot bee 
long. When: Jaceb had well neere all his yeeres together, he 
ſummes the totall into a © ſew daves., David could gripe all-Gen47 g 
his dajesintothe compaſſeofa * Span. As rature nurtured therp/,, ., 
teathen inthe cutted Nate of this mortality by a bladder and 2 
bubble, both fweld, witha puffe, and ſhrunk with apricke : 
by abreath whoſe being, or vaniſhing, who can fay which is 
ooner, longer ? So grace advertiſeth Chriſtians by moſtſtg- 
nificant compariſons expreſſing their ſhort abode in this _ 
8 their duf?, 8 F/.146.4 
The Apoſtle Jamerwould fearce vouchfate it any compa- 
riſon, ® Whats your life, faith he? twiting us with our Gs tant.4 mh 
conceit oflong life by a holyRfloar : ifit be, faith he, ofany fab- 
fifience at all, its bur like a vapour that appearerh for alitle 
time, and then varuſhes away. W hat ſaith Davidto our dates? 
They are faith he, | as « hadow, and they 31ns abiding. And what! 1 Chron. 
is Hez.ekiabs opinion ? A} * Aſhepheards rent, of no long*9-1 5 
ſtay.) A weavers ſhintle isofno long race: ® a pilgrims taber- , #/3%1% 
nacle ſcore flirted, So vaine a thing is man, How long is wax, ©, 72 
m melting? * So1s life in the middeN of irs fortreſle, ” P/.22.14 
+ How durable is the ſtate of ® graſle ? ® We ſade away ſud-* £/-40.7. 
dexly like the grafſe, Whats arales grace? Shortrefſe, 4 Ow £/+50-5. 
yeeres peſſ away 41 4 tale that ws told, a thing gore and paſt." _ 
Yea, as it theſe comparifons were yer defective, the 
addeth aſkcighter manner of fimilitude, reſembling mars life 
t5a* dreame, ard that when its paſt, when a man awakerh; a 
thing gone before you can colle& what it was, and when 
it was, it was but a thing (or rather a jult nothing) of 
— imagination, But how w it that mars life is rhas ſcant- 
? 
1, Theprincipall care is God. ' Thea haft made ry daiet Reaſon. 
a eve Seri dnd ih David. a . His $ 
2, The provoking cauſe is ſinre. Thars a ſudden waſter, 
The ſame day then cateſt, ec 1heu att ſarely die: God _ Genay, 
B 2 {cal 


* P/.74.40 


4 Theflight of Time. 
ſealed it with an oath, /arely. 
3. The working cauſe, the conſuming effeRts of ſine, for 
£166 4.19. wand einem e a houſe of © clay. 
ſoſtrongly beleagured cannot hold outa long fiege. 
*GZ.3-19, 4. The material canſe, * duſt ; he was __— no long 
1765 419, yr tr id in daſt; 
adoece. procreating cauſe of mankinde neceſſirateth-a very 
: ſhort ſta : * Manthat borne of 4 women bath bat a ſhort 
riowe, 1 he ſtand to his peftegree it canvot be, that hee that 
hath no fee fimple nor leafſe - og can make over any: 
long entale of timeto her 
The truth of our ſhort amneniant — 
ar gar mn then for ofa 


Fit ray what beter ſhall moande then 
Uſer, way of checke rorayne the ougrunners of time: 
| age of di of time; waſtfull laviſhers. 
Mr nt allowance ? many lay about them, as if al 


their exhybitionthis way were floagthemby talents,and ther- 
fore ſpend it with like profuſeneſle as giddie yongſters newly 
Jeapt unto their lands, GP SPaonncR, the com- 
in whereof they never knew by pence ? ſuch "oy 
merchars of time trade in ev os A ſo walttully, as 
had more time then can be ſpent whiles goed; predigal 
COEEIEESD ſome upon doing nothing, others 
nothing to the ay many upon whats contrary 10. 
har they Gena ach Ithey turneſtarke bankrupt bath for 
time and grace. Alas its but winde they feed upon when they 


+ apes, thike hey fr their ſenſes with aconceit of living as ages 


long liver of their progeny, 
_ ren calc nd ms that die.before theis 


Fooliſh;men, that wendy their wealth. can ces 
one minute of time, por with all, their ſtrength procure an 
houre of health, nor withall their wit differ death, much leſic 
prevent ene judgement,yet will never ſeaſon their with 
= ow tation of weaknefſe, death,or judgement. Well, the 
day is never the more diſtant fortheir putting it off: lick- 
neſle may, cope at an anſtant ; weakenedſe will come ; 4. 


-D» 


The flight of Time. 5 
mult come : the r the ſhadow of life ſeemes to be, the 
neerer their ſun isto {erting;their glaſle is running: their houre 
isat hand when they ſhall make audit before the impartial! 
judge for all theſe Ratteries of themſelves, and for their inten- 
tions wherefore they thus deceived themſelves, for all the du- 
ties they have omitted, for all the evills they have commitr- 
ted, all the inftrutions they have neglected, all the promilcs 
they have deſpiſed, all the threatnings they have ſleighted, all 
the talents of youth, health,ftrengrth, wir, &c.they have hidden, 
—_ the Gan_—_ meanes, S times icy have pre- 
umptuouſly abuſed, If any will ſurfer of long 
255 i corrretment inlicentiontncte,s refove (up that 
ground) ſtill to turne Gods grace of time yet afforded, and 
. meanes of converſion yer proffered into wantonnefle of (ir; 
ning, let him with his ſiveer conceits take this forrow fo 
amuds, that his delights cannor be long and certaiac whoſe li 
is but ſhort and uncertaine, God will ſhortly put an end to 


his pleaſures and perſon,deathgroans for bim, that ſe tis 
within one ofhisbofome, his dealer lhe 
at his ionas he laughes at his inſtructions : time is at 
hand when his dulleſt ſenſe ſhall feele, to his woe, what his 
faith now wil not beleeve,that the joyes ofthis firſt like which 
he fanficd to be eternallare but few and ſhort, but the miſcrics 
ofthe ſecond death, which he never dreamt of, ſhall be num- 
_ meaſureleſſe, caſcleſſe, remeadileſſe, and utterly cnd- 
In the ſecond place, this ſerves to reprove agenerall fault 
;- all whom =_ _- _—_— afflit ay whit onal then _ 
z it bei of impatientmanto melan- 
holy: = waſt his ſpirits with medications 
the length of his afflitions, amongſt whom a yeeres healthis 
ſhorter then they can have while to feele : but a moneths or 
weeks ſickneſle is long, and long, and longer thenthey can 
/ beare, Ifthe Lord would glorific himſelfe mn their faith, in 
' theiraſſurance of eternall joyes for temporall & ſhort paines, 
heſhall not do it : if he will gaine glory by their patience in 
any tedious darance, he comes to Gravegints they ha.) 
3 


rathc: 


— 


” The flight of Time. 
rather he lott his honour then they their eaſe : No, n#,benefits 
tc of the ſhorter (iſe though laſt moneths and yeares ; 
crofſes of a day maſt be long though life it ſelfe be ſhorr, 
w_—_ COncerve we - + —_ _ which re- 
maine the unrepentant idolater, the impenitent blaſphemer, 
the reſolved offenders of all forts in eternall and inextricable 
wreck and miſery without any eaſe or date? And what intole. 
rable impaticnce to murmure atthe ſhorter when we deſerve 
both theſe ? Mend this fault, and do God more hononr, the 
erath more credit, and ovr {elves more cafe by mufing upon 
$, by conſid s 


mercics, by mg eternals with 
ring the ſhortneſſe of thy life; and ſoconteffe and praiſe the 
Lord for thy fhort afflitions, unlefſe thon wilt in fooliſh pe- 


#266 1 5 9 remptorineſſe fay, * thow wal? the fir? man that was borue, and 


® 76þ 3.1. 


waſt made before the biltr , fufferedRt ever fince, and refolveſt ro 
ſuffer for eyer afterth —_ hence, 

Thirdly, Hans xboc an rt daies heere to ſpend? What 
ſhall wedoe berter thentoftrive with God in prayer, and our 
felves inpratiſe, 

Firſt withGod,in commending our requeſts to him in theſe 
daies of oxy fleſs after our Saviours example ; he alone isthe 

meats-man ofour daies, » ſetting forth an appointed rime to 
manuponthe earth, Pray himin Davids words, with Da- 


* P[-$5.47 vids ſpirit, to* remember how ſhort on# time 57, and to remove 


6 1 Cron, 
29.15, 


all hinderances of mifpending, ard improve all his owne 
offred. meances and furtherances for the well-ſpending our 
ſhort abode heere : and for our ſelves, let's often feafon 
all outward paſſages with thoughts of our approaching end, 
mixe them with our marriages,tradings,purchalcs,journeyes, 
all field en and domeſtick labours, cfpecually with our reerea- 
tionsand delights : take beed of engroſſing and gripmg after 
more time ot temporaltthings then the Lordaffords; bethirk 
how fraile thy ſelte art,how ſhort thy time, of what manner 
thy abode: thy daics,as David told thee,are butofa 4 pipe: 
thy manſion is notthy home, thy bouſe but an Ime ; thy fa- 
mily and neighbours are but feNlow- paſſengers; ifthy corrup- 
rions within, or" Satan and the world wi EC 
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hand with enough layed up for many yeeres, give them all the 
lie with the tongue of this Text : and be fure that though thou 
muſt converſe in the world,' yet to keepe thy (elte free 


from the © corruptionsof the world, as Saint Paxl tiles them, *1 Pur 1.4 


Its hard,but much diſcourſe of temporal] things will gnaw the x, 1.44. 
conſcience, as the rivers fret their bancks : but holy circum- 
{peRion aud moderation willeaſe that diſhculty : the blinde 
want, though verſed all in the carth, till preſerves its velvet 
coat faire from the filth of the carth ; thou haſt thy eyes 
about thee, nor necdit thou delve fo deepe : fo _ thou 
in carthly martersthat thy conſcience be notdchicd, and be- 
ware thou ſaffer not the earth ſo to bury thy foule before thy 
body die, but that thou maiſt uſe thy eyes todilcrie death pee- 
ping over thy ſhoulder whiles thou lookeſt upon thy world y 
matters, or (if farther oft) to ken it in its full gallop and flighe 
to overtake thee, and thats the ſecond part of this taske, wsz.. 
the ſwiftnefle of mans life inthe Peſt, ha or rather flying of 
the fame. Iy dais ave ſwiſter then a Poſt ; they fire away : 
from whence who cannot ſpell forth thus leflan : 

Mans life « ſwift as well as ſport. Our daies ſeeme wing- -y,g , 
footed : ob ſeemes donbtfull whether they run or fee, The "T 
ſwifteſt rider is too ſlow to make expreflure;the fowles wi 
beſt Emblems forth lifes quick diſpecch : and that when it 
makes tothe : and that of the * Eagle, not only for ſwitt- t16b 6.26 
neſſe but t which no bumane obſtace of cither youth, © 
wit, wealth,honeur, or phyſick can ftay or hinder from itsap- 

inted goale. The proverb drops too ſhort that faith Time 
and Tide tay wot : Tides creepe onbut lowly and have their 

interſtices, ſtay ſomwhar whenthey have their ſtints, chalenge 
their returnes : Time is neither $0, nor fo. The Prophet ſpeakes 


more home. Our time, yea the'#-ſtrengrh of jr,is cutoff, * P/ g0.y2 


we flee, yea we flee away, and that without cither * abiding d 1 Chron, 
faith Deved, } returning 28 /ob hath it, Ran 
The Holy Ghoſts ample for compariſons, asbefore : re 7 
ftembling mans diding tare tothings ever upon the rode of « x/,, ». 
hatt., To a *fonre- that takes apace, To i water thatruns | ?/" 12.14 
apace, Toa® ihip that failcsapace. To aPaltand an Eagle, * 0b 9.26 
as 
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as ye (ce, thatrides and flees apace, Theres no keeping pace 
» 146 3.9, Withtime but upon the wings of the * Winde- that whirles 
aPacec. 


But how comesthis to paſſe, that man in his beſt eſtate 
though in honour,is thus altogether aflying vanity and abideth 
not ? 


Reaſon, 1. If natures reaſon may carry it, the ſubjet and founds- 
tion of time runs (as it were) all on wheeles : the heavenly 
-Orbs, (of ſwifter motion then of any Aying buller fromthe 
eſt Ordenance) whirle the times : amongſt 
ich, the unceſant circuits of the Sunne and: Moone are 
* F{.40.24. appointed {by himthat © fits uponthe circle ofthe earth, and 
? Yer]. 13. meteth out Heaven by the ſpan) to meaſure forth theſe carth- 
ly yeeres,moneths, and dayes, till alltime be ſwallowed np 
-intoeternity and theſe heavens be no more : How then can 
eur daies be flow ? 

.2, Doe not finne, - and finners make quicke worke inthe 
4 P(.58. 3, world ? How | Sr into it ? Even 4 from 
' p,06.1 4 OE Wombe ; ith whatcager purſuit doe men follow finne? 
*" Even (like /ebwer furious march) ſwiftly : » their feet are 
ſwift in ranning to miſchiefe ; ſome fafter, ſome flower, all 
toofalt. How would wickednefſeryrannize might it in this 
hear have while to roote and ſpread, and ſeed according tothe 
luſt of finfull men ? And note len: 

_ | nt 
RS al-open 
poſi, as theyfay) by a rouch of after-wit, rhat perceives every 
minute of time ſoflighrthat it prevents the quickeſt catch , 
CE the flip, and out-{trips the ſpee- 


chaſe.” Thetimeto come is butonly in conceit, the time po} 


isficd ininftants: who can fay of any time preſent, now itis, 
ſith it out-rans ” 

Uſex. This ſhreds off the ſuperfluous deſires of many men, male- 
contented with their preſent ſtates : who, like infants after 
youth, and youth after riperage, are ever liquering after fu- 


ture times, Oh,were {uch aquarter day come,or ſuch a 
or time expired, they were made, Why ? what hadſe gow 
cn 
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ten by this catchif thou couldſt finger ſomethred of time be- 

fore the Sun can ſpinit ? Firſt thou ſhouldſt get but a wilde 

foule, a ſhadow, a puft, whoſe haſty-vaniſhing would more 

vexe, then its approach did pleaſe, Secondly 1s the thing, tor 

which thou ſo over-reacheſt, good or evill ? If thou halt ſuch 
agreedy worme under thy rongue for that which is evil}, that 

like © F/as for the pottage, or Flies ſonnes for the ficſh, G7 24.30 
thou wilt needs have it, * Now, or (in a fort) wilt rake, p 

it by force : hearken what the next verſerelleth thee, « Ther- ,,"*"*: 
fore thy ſinne is very great before the Lord, But admit the « v1.47, ,s, 
thing bee good for which thou wouldft fo faine ſteale upon = 

the tumeto come ; aflure thy ſelte, it would come fo raw (as 

Lacobs abortive bleſſing did) that thou wouldſt not reliſh 

the bitternefſe that ——_—y the taſt ofit, for pluck- 

ing Gods appointed ſeaſov ( which onely ripeneth all) 

to thy britle luſts.; beſides, ſo weake ( generally) doe 

ſach men prove in the well-ordering of time fo over- 

gripe, that, when its come, they arc as uzable to uſe 

it as to hold it. 

Secondly, this aggravates the vexation of a worſe fortof #7e 2. 

men, whoſe anxicty 1s moſt, for that their youthAlips awa 

ſo faſt, and their age comes ono cloſſe, that they feare leaf 

they ſball not have all their ſports in, all their cups in, all 

their pleaſures and profits in time enough, Oh, that they 
coulfecaline that * inward thought of ſome that their houſes « pſcqg. ray 
ſhall continue for ever ! Oh,thatthey could cauſe the ſhadow 

of their lifes diall to ſtand fill rwo or three Aerthuſclaes 

ages, or goe backe to «Adams time and take them along ts 

eternity of paſtime! Na, no, time is irrevocable for the 

paſt, unſtayable for the preſent : their ſhadow is declining, 

their glaſſe running, ther funne ſetting apace : Gods purſe- 

vant death is more then in poſte-haſt, even like the Eagle 
towards irs prey: their pleaſuxces ſwift as the Sunne, and 

flic apace ; Gods wrath ſwift and comes apace : ſwift 

death, ſwift damnation treads upon the heeles of all im- 
_ haſtening of cvill workes, and putting off of the 

y. 

C How 
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Uſe 3 How muctrberter t- haſter- with thetime to a profitable 
inſtruftion roredeemerhe time paſt, and improve the pre- 
ſenr. If mi{-ſpending of the time palt be ſutficient, as thar 

71 Pct.4.3 y Apoſtle faith; what ſhall wee fer abone then rhe 

* Eph.g.10 n uvudbebg ſuffered by us (for want of due care and. 
watchfulnefſc). ro be carried captive by Satzn tothe ſervitude 
of ſinne: labour we by prayer and repentanecand” new obe- 
dicnce, 2s mak eurevilt daics good Gaien and fo to reſcue 

. and recover our time into irs liberty againe: And for our 

: =_ my allowance of time, if * Sathan ſo meh the morebe- 

rs himſelfe for eviſl by how much ſhorrerrime he knowerh 

he hath : how much more hould'we buſMic for good, know - 

ing how many handred times ſhorter ours isin theſe cabbins 

clay ? O, chen be we thriftie of our time being ſhortand 

cipicare alfo': and the faſter we diſcerne our San eo fer, 

morctaſtlike honeſt —_ and wiſe ERC 
make to difpatch our worke and journey : goe wee alo 

withrhe day, and let a day have a daies worke, a 

weekes, &c, and proceed as faſt in ſervice as our daies in 

» ſpend this ſpeciallintruſtment no fafter then ir comes 

: in: us belt wiſedome to rake our daiey before us, not neg- 

Fecles 1% lefting if young to remember ar Creator Þ in the daier of 

» our youwels, It cannotbedenied burthat its poſſible for an old 
ſinner to repemtandturne : howbeit, he is likelieſt to bee ri- 
cheft;, 25s3n wealth, {b- in grace, that begins betimes': br» 


ſides how unlikely that a man ſhonld be able ro catch repen- 
ranee inage and fideneſſe, who hath beaten backe 
the L grace in youthand health ; the Lord is 


likely robee well requited forall his favours, to have allthe 
blade and floure of amansaec caſtto his vrrer focs, and rhe 
retuſeand ſtumps reſerved for him : and its very likely wee 
ſhall fight agoodlyfickd' when for very imporency wee are 
ready ro be forth of th'campe. 

Oh, then learneberrer, while we have ſtreneth;, and mc- 
mory tomumber onr daies more wiſely, and with Veſpatian 
the Heathen prince placke our ſclyrs by the care for every 
loſt day,and redeeme the next. | * 

w 
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What 2 feaſt will it be to a mans conſacnce, when hee 
hath ſpent according to his exhibition of time ; and having 


a price put into bis > hand, hath not wanted a.heart to uſe » Pro,r,, 
it? Reſolve upon it, howſocver thou haſt faiked in thy for- 26. 


mer beginnings this way , thy conftant prececdings '1n well 
imploying thy ſhort time will. quit the colt, andbring in com- 
fort ia ſickneſſe, diſtreſſe, tion, death when world 
of preferments, profits, and pattimes ſhall ſtand but as vex- 
ations before thy conſcaence, 

As that mans fate his deaths couch is miſerable whoſe 
conſcience (then of all) will emboldendiſpures againft 
him, what he hath done with time, why he melted the fac 
of itto ennimble the wheeles of his lufts for quicker diſparch 
offinne : objecerh why done ſo muchevill fo lirtle good : 
and now after oO much fine contracted, fo little grace glea- 
ned, what will now become of him, when his time and hee 
are both at laſt caſt? So, on the , how happic hee, 
whoſe walke can ſhew him, and his conſcience witneſle with 
him, that ever ſince he knew what time meant, and percci- 
ved how falt it paſſed, hath beene no looſer by theuſe of good 
opportunities, but as he felt them ſlipping away, ſo he layed 
on holt, caſting how to imploy the frnalleſt mites of 
REI Int, COINS in hearing, 
reading,meditating, conferring, and eſpecaally praying : ſome 
for his own particu Gene fo his nil, one forothere al 
the raved Ing ens _ for himſclfe 
and as many as he can:with what courage ſball he looktemp- 
tation and in th'face, and, after all his painefull daies 
works in courſes of picty,ſhut np the windowes of his life to- 
wards abliflcfull —_—_ immortality” 

The ſecond comfort belongs toall Gods childrenunder any 
affliction : their daics paſſe apace, their ſorrowes cannot ſtay 
long;paine ſhal not long vexe,foes fhall perſecute buta while: 


The © Apoſtle ſummesupthe afflitions of this life into a mos « 4 c4,.4, 
ment. What ſpeake we of thoſe nibbling crofſes of the body ? 17, 


The kill-cow ofall, ſinne ſhall make no long havocke intheir 
——_— _ 
- P 


p=Y 


——— 
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- pluck Gp vp their hearts, theſe ſtormes will over, theſe (ad 
daics will have a night of joy : the time flies towards us when 
we ſhall have rotime nor heart to grieve the Lord, no time to 

4 15am 31 provoke him togrieve ns: the 4 ſword that pierced Saul breft 
4- was nothing tothe weapon wherewith our Lord Iefus Chriſt 
hath wounded Satans hrad : his ſpirits, and fins virals are blee- 

ding forth apace: mean time, all that Satan and fin can do to 

ns,is but to make us more heedfull and watchfull in our waics; 

all that dcath cando is but torurne the keyand openthe dore 
before ns to a heavenly manfion. Comfort one another in theſe 

words, that the time kiesapace, even ſwiker then a Poſt, that 

Satan andfin ſhall have no more todo with us;hcaven miſleth 

usas much as we carne for-it, God will ſhortly call for us, the 

ls ſhall carryus, Chriſt Ieſus ſhall interraine us, his Spi- 

* Bf 17 5 rit (hall welcome us, his © image ſhall fatisfic us. Ler this mi- 
tigate the ſadnefſe of humane hike,(eſpecially of the Saints) bes 

ing-the Third and laſt corfideration from the-Text,7 hey fee ms 

good. 

The word good is of cafic explication by noting how th& 

word cvill (its contrary) is in Scripture diſtingutſhed. There"s 

it 16b.5; oncevill in the roote;as it were, partaking of that * Evill one 
_ Satan and thats the evill of fin,in relation whereunto its faid of 
3 Epbeſ. 5- wicked 11 nes, 8 the dates aree vil. Theres another evill inthe 
16, branches, and thats the effect and fruit of ſin, viz. miſery ; in 
> xcde/12 Which reſpeRt daies of ſorrow are termed * Evill daves.So (ac- 
tr, © cordingtotheruleof Oppdſites) the word Good hath adouble 
ſenſe drawne upon it: Firſt as it participateth of the-Good God 

1n holinefſe righteouſneſſc : ſo Godly works-are ftiled 

1 Tin. 6. | good works : Secondly,as it partakes of Gods bounty in the 
18. proſperity & comfort of the creature: in which reſpeR* prof- 
> P[.34-12 perous daics are called Good, andthis is- the pr ſenſe of 
tl.e word inthis Text ; Jobs daies faw noGogd, thatis, much 

miſery : much loſe in ſtate, much teare in his children, much 

your in his body, much diſcouragement from his friends, much 

orrour in his ſoule: all whichas 7b ſuffered by way of triall, 

{oall are ſufferableby demerit : which takes us out a Third 

DeAl.z, profitable,though hard,lefſon, viz. Oar ſore ſwift rime « /wh- 

ze 


L 


The flight of Time. 1; 
jell to great and ſore afibflion. Short and ſweet were ſome miti 

on, but our dais arc as ſowre as ſhort. Swift and pleaſant 
were ſome qualihcation,but they are knotty and fad as well as 
ſwift. All our daics are rot faire, long, fomumer daies,but mary 

loomy,ſhort, winter nippy daies among. /e#s whole (tory to 

laſt Chapter, what iſt buta ruct full Martyrologic of alflifi- 
on. Jacobs ſtory well concurred with his confeſſion, that his 
daies were | few and evil: The Patriarke- Datid had his tire * ©09-49-9 
this way, being exerciſed with ® greatand fore troubles : and ® © 7429 
ifthe righteous are recompenſcd upon carth with troubles for _ 
rumber® many, for meaſure ® great, ? how much more, ſaith? £/-24-19 
Selomen,the wicked and the finner ? Speake experience ; ofs p, 3 
what condition is the vaniſhing vapour of our lite? When we 44. 


have made a hard ſcape from ſtifling in the wombe, whats ir.- - fo . 


QLapybur a brak of difcontents? whats child-hood,but a (chooTe 
reſtraint from withour, a very bridewell of trowardneſle 
within? W hats youth,buta pitcht field of paſſions and diſtem- 
pers? Whats age, but a meere hoſpitall of i; firmities ? Our 
whole life worſe thana tragedy, (for that begins with ſome 
mixture of delight) wherein the firlt a&t 1s crying ; the {ſecond 
grieving : groaning is the laſt Caraltrophe..No marvaile then 
if Job calculate mans time to be not only ſhort,but 1 full of mi- 4 746 r4,1+ 


wy. 

4 For why-? The Lord hath ſo appointed it,as Devid and He- Reaſon r, 

z+ksah upon their fick beds acknowledge. God hath layed this 

heavie yoke upon all the ſons of 44am cither for puniſhmene 

or for tryall, and thers no eſcaping athing decreed, Were it 

any way avoideable, wiſdome might diſcry ſome prevention. 

Were theſe ſtormes only uponthe land or upon the fea alone, 

the advantage of caſe might be taken by the place ; were they 

only withoutdores,one might kouſc himſclfe within : but be 

he where he can be,he cannotavoid what he is borne to. Man is 

borne faith [ob to trouble, *.as the ſparks flic upwards, * 1ob 5.7. 
Affiition is ſins rative brood ; if this hang on, the other will Reaſon 2. 

notfall off: its ſin that makes mans time narrow as a well for 

breadth,dceepe as hell for birternes, why cls doth f David ande p7.1q 4. 


Jexah* complaine ofhelliſh forrowes ? whoſoevertheretore® zongh v.s - 


C 2 tollowcs 


bis 
- 
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followes [in becomes aMflidtions prey,netther haverhe award 


the Prophets notcd any other chace for affiiftions hunting ber 
only the ſinner, If no man canfay, he hath clenſed his 


from ſin,no man ſhall be able torid his foule or body from ſor- 


* /ob Joel 4+ 
16.1741 f. 


41s 


row. Truth is,fin hath no fitter meanes wherby to execute its 
own ends then this. W hat aimeth finat ? Death and deſtru&. 
om, What breaks and battereth downe more forcibly then af- 
fiftion? Man made mortall muſt downe, miquity is the axe, 
miſcrics the ordinary ſeverall rokes that lay the finner along, 
Do all ſufferor deferve to fecle theſe ſtormes that paſſe rhe 
ſea of this mortality ? Then this mult firft reſolve whatto truſt 
to heere. This world is not a meadow full of flowers, burta wil- 
derneſſc of brakes and briars; now this afflition catches at us ; 
now,an —_— ſins —_— us ; - afoc dogges __ 
a ſicknes laies us up: waking ing,dreaming: cares,atches, 
——_—_———s_.e} di — thick 2s * /obs i] meſſer- 
gers,haunt us; Dreame of whatcaſe and comfortthou wilt af- 
terthy fate and condition ſoand fo altered to thy mind, how 
thou ſhalt live ——— days long to(as ER 
runs) after thy yoke-fellow obtainedtothy minde;,after all thy 
reverſionsoutlived,all thy purchaſes cot , preferments 
atchieved,children placed ; deceive notthy felfe : evenafter 
all thoſe, thou wilt flote upon a ſea of ſin,and therfore no lefle 
then a ſea of waves, and rocks and ſhelves and ſtormes and pi- 
rats ſhall arnoy and continuallyendanger thee, Art Gods tree? 
thou maſt be pruned ; arr eilth ? thou mnſt'be bowelted 
up with plow and harrow,els thou wilt be freitleſſe: art Gods 
Ide,chaſtiſed thou muſt be orgraceles Art Godsenemy?he 
notes thy prancks, and is providing fowre ſauce for thy plea- 
fant morſels : His hand __ oFvengeance, he is fur- 


* Dear 33 5, eſbing his * glittering ſxyord;thathis arrowes may drink the 


blood, & his ſword cate the fleſhof the that hate him. Finally, 
be theu good or bad,fetnot to thy heartany deſcantof pleafart 
ditty, whiles all the rune of thy life runs upon di of ini- 
quity ; if any comforts appeare,they are butas the gleames ofa 
March day beaten with ſtormes as faſt as they glimmer forth ; 
and therefore as thou doſt not —_———— — 

wrec 
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ſhowre is paſt,barkeepeſtirtoaward another : to, put not a- 


way faith and patience and watchfulneſle at the departure of 


any crofſe, bur taking a ſhort farwel),reſerve thy (clfe to wel- 
comerhe fame againe or worfe, ith this is northe haven bur 
the Ocean. 
2. Neither may we omicone duty in.reſpeRt of our decea- 
ſed friend, forrow' indeed becomes us conſidering what 
havock ſinand death make of creatures ſocxcelle nt : 
howbeir in reſpect of the deceaſed,whatftrange marter is be« 
fallen them 2 Whar more uſual}, more naturall then for a man 
wie, Yelterday, faith rhe Philoſopher, I ſaw a pitcher break, 
and to day I ſee a man die: the matter is no more {trange thats 
befallenthy wite,thy childe,thy brother,thy friend : he is bur 
gone oP ofallthe earth ; But whats the alteration, what 
t 


finews,as the verſe hath it? oughr els buta weak, craſy,putre- 
tring body there ro be ed againſt the reſurrection ? 
Wharsthe loſſc bura lofſeof much ſinne, a loſſe of many for- 
rowes,of more dangers: and why ſhould theſe diviſions be 
fuch thoughes of heart ? What would we defire more in our 
friends behalfe chen the Lord hath done for them in their hap- 
py tranſlrion if they lived and died in him ? Would we pall 
them back againe and hold rugge 


you have them ſmart longer, ſuffer longer * Would you have: 
the moth of anguiſh frerrhbe garment of their fieſh longer, af- 
flitiongrind their very bones longer? Would you have Satans 
blowes to aſſafle themtill, fins poyſon to endanger them for 
ever? Mend this fault of over-grieving at friends departure : 
ſo mourne, as Abrabem tor deceaſed Sarah, and to rife from 


our friends corps, as ® he did from hers. View we ourowne » Gey 24,4 » 


condition in the glaſle of their mortality ; theres no longtime 
of diviſion twixt them and us : we muſt ſhortly cut over the 
ſame ferry and meetthem on the other ſide of th (hore: deaths + 
boat was not appointed to carry all at once:the ferry not made 
to land all at one tide : ſtay the returne of the water tor our 
rurne : and taking but a ſhort leave of the deceaſed, joying at 


their. 


4 th'ground? any more but nerves and * 74/44 jig 


Y as David for his 1b/olom ! 3 San. rt 
againſt the Lord himſclfe for them ? No, Whatthen ? would 3+ 


45 T he flight of Time. 
their ſafe arwvall uſing farvivers better, preparing to partavich © | 
lpray fot a proſperous gale, In the meane, husband we our 
uncerraine,ſhort,and {writ time well: diſpatch our works and 
willes againſt the tides remrne; and fith we have manytyents 
committed ro our traffique, and barks of our owne to furniſh, 
lets play the wiſc merchants, notto load our hetle veſſels wth 
Derdiary lumber and which (Her faith is 

(more like ro {hipwrack ns mt 
xt the ſhore) > vs. tx} Ayres Sor cas or | 

*P/-19. © much fine goldybart for that which Þ corall & pearles are not 
Cul nar) een gong) re ng nr mes yer 

8. comparequnto : Truth: purchaſe rea- 
© Pro.y.24 fare commended by our< Maſter, ifrhe ſelling of all-we have 
« Fre 3- - will reach it, and ſo ballace our ſmall veſſels with the choyſeſto@ | 
' may welcome our arivall, 


X =; in yu aacene- 
ES reator, comfort in 
* yon te -word koyan erin hin, and 


upor uy 
{Das 14 CE OER Link wont yoo 
= 26b.x6, If 1645 Uru;" Corel bavb overcente the world; inbiee 
$3 bave peace. 


